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SUBJECT: CHILEAN REQUEST FOR AIRLIFT OF RELIEF SUPPLIES 

1. CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TO COSTA RICA JOSE NAVARRO 
CALLED ON CHARGE AUGUST 14, TO REQUEST USG 
COOPERATION IN FURNISHING MILITARY AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT 
APPROXIMATELY 3,300 POUNDS OF DRY GOODS (CLOTHING, BEDDING, 
CANNED FOODS, ETC.) FROM SAN JOSE TO SANTIAGO. THESE 
GOODS WERE DONATED BY COSTA RICANS TO THE FLOOD VICTIMS IN 
CHILE. CHARGE RESPONDED ONLY THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO MAKE 
INQUIRIES ABOUT THE FEASIBILITY OF MEETING THIS REQUEST. 

2. WHEN ASKED, CHILEAN AMBASSADOR SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT 
CHILEAN EMBASSIES IN OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES MIGHT 
ALSO HAVE GATHERED SUPPLIES WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY BE 
TRANSPORTED ON ONE AIRCRAFT IF THAT WERE AVAILABLE. 

3. OBVIOUSLY THERE ARE TWO QUESTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
HERE: A) WHETHER IT WOULD BE IN USG POLICY INTERESTS 
IN CHILE TO MAKE THIS GESTURE AND (B) WHETHER IT IS 
OPERATIONALLY FEASIBLE TO MAKE APPROPRIATE AIRCRAFT 
AVAILABLE. 
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4. WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE UPON WHICH TO BASE RESPONSE 
TO CHILEAN AMBASSADOR. 

LANE 
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